
WILBY LIDO 

 

The only place where Wellingborough people could swim in the early 1930’s was the River Nene. Wilby 

youngsters sometimes swam in the brook in Mr Mark Thompson’s field, where the water formed a pool behind 

a temporary dam. 

 

The Thompson family recognised that there was a need for a place to swim, and set about making plans for a 

proper pool. The old brickyard, (now Wilby Park Homes) with its slopes and terraces was an ideal site. In 1932 

this was the village playing field, but there was plenty of room for the pool and changing huts at the far side. 

 

In the Evening Telegraph in November 1932 the following article appeared: 

 

                               “Lido schemes for Wellingborough 

                           Comprehensive plans for Wilby bathing.” 

 

Wellingburians will shortly have within easy reach of their town, open air public baths fitted up on a 

luxurious scale. The scheme for the baths is an ambitious one and concerns Wilby. Several local farming 

and businessmen in that village are interested in the scheme. It is hoped that work will commence next 

week. 

 

The main bath is planned to be quite 200 feet in length and about 50 feet wide, and the bottom will be 

sloped to give shallow and deep water for swimmers of varying ability. Facilities for diving and aquatic 

sports of all descriptions will be available and an ambitious decorative scheme is contemplated. 

 

The water will be derived from springs and special care will be paid to keeping the water as clean and 

pure as is possible in any public bath. 

 

This was exciting news indeed and completion of the pool was eagerly awaited! However several months of 

hard work lay ahead for Mr Joe Thompson ably supported by Mr Bill Stapleton who had worked at the Irchester 

Quarries. These two stalwarts carried out much of the work alone and eventually all was ready for the pool to be 

filled. The water from the springs slowly filled the pool, the bottom held and the venture was a complete 

success. 

 

The official opening of the pool was set for Thursday June 1
st
 1933, but such was the enthusiasm of the 

swimmers, they could not wait for the official opening and they took the plunge! 

 

In the first summer there was no filtration plant for the water, and halfway through the season it became evident 

that the water must be changed. The pool was closed temporarily and the water emptied over the side of the 

pool using a tractor pump and buckets. 

 

Mr Bill Stapleton was put in charge of the pool and he became a great favourite with all. He was quiet and 

capable and treated young people with trust and consideration. In its hey-day, Wilby Lido was the Mecca for 

thousands of people. It brought happiness and companionship into countless lives. 

 

Sadly Mr Joe Thompson died in 1954 and in 1958 the pool closed, and the site was sold to eventually become 

Wilby Park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A copy of the Official Opening Notice is reproduced here: 

 

 
 

                          


