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Extract from Wilby Whispers November 2010 

War Memorial Names 

In response to my request for further information regarding the men whose names 
appear on the war memorial I have had the following information submitted from 
Mr George Thompson, who lives at The Manor House, Judith Thompson from The 
Farm, Mr Bob Edwards who lives at number 79, Bob Poole who lives at No.74 and 
Muriel Walker who lives at No.44.  Muriel was born and bred in Wilby and knew all 
4 men who died in the Second World War. 
 

Those who died in the Great War 1914-1919 

 
William Thomas Blunt and William Reginald Blunt 
William Thomas and William Reginald Blunt were both of the well known Blunt 
family of Wilby. Four of their sisters may be remembered by older Wilby residents. 
Mrs Bailey (mother of the late Mrs Vera Aitcheson); Mrs Frances Forscutt (mother 
of Margaret Forscutt, later Mayes who lived in Brook Vale); Mrs Lily Thompson 
(mother of Gordon Thompson who lived at the house now numbered 45 Main 
Road); and Mrs Elsie Wykes (mother of Bobby Wykes and his sister who lived at 
the house numbered 45 Main Road.  
 
Alfred Barber 
Bob Edwards is fairly certain that Alfred Barber was an uncle of the late Fred 
Barber a prominent member of the St. Mary’s choir and father of Cyril Barber the 
church organist. 
 
Francis John Harris. 

A son of the late Mrs. Harris who was a member of the Methodist congregation of 
Wilby.  Mrs Harris’s life was especially tragic.  At the beginning of WW1 she had a 
husband, three sons and a daughter.  After losing Francis in the war, she lost her 
husband (in the flu epidemic) and another son who was in the police died as a 
result of a riot in the north of England.  That left Howard, and Jessie.   In the 
1930’s both Howard and Jessie died.  Mrs Harris continued to live at the house 
now numbered 47 Main Road with Howard’s widow and his daughter Vida.   
 
William Lainchbury. 

William was a brother of the late Mrs Elizabeth Nicholls, who lived at the house 
now numbered 89 Main Road and of the late Janet Cooper. 
 
Edward Charles Mayes. 
A relative of Ronald Mayes who was at Wilby School in the 1920’s and of 
Ronald’s sister Enid who, sadly was the first child in Wilby to be killed by a motor 
car. The late Mrs Margaret Mayes, of Brook Vale was one of the Blunt family who 
married into the Mayes family 
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Ralph Henry Murby would have been uncle to, or possibly an elder brother of 
“Archie” Murby, a Wilby cricketer, and “Bert” Murby, a Wilby church bell ringer.  
 
William Charles Parker. 
Bob Edwards remembers his widow living in Glebe Cottage.  Her sister became 
the second Mrs Eady and kept the village shop for some years after “Billy” Eady 
died. 
 
Harold Victor Thompson 
Second Lieutenant Thompson of the 29th squadron Royal Flying Corp died on the 
26th September 1917 aged 20.  He was the son of Eli and Ellen Thompson of The 
Farm Wilby. Eli was the grandfather of the late R.H. (Dick) Thompson. Harold was 
educated at Wellingborough Grammar School.  On leaving school he joined the 
Royal Flying Corp and did his training in Reading and obtained a commission.  He 
went to France in July 1917 and was reported missing in the middle of October. 
He was shot down near to Gheluvelt, close to Ypes in Belgium.  His body was 

never identified.  Born 12 October 1897 he is remembered with honour to the 
missing at Arras Flying Services Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. 

 
Harold Victor Thompson born 1897 

 

Those who fell in the 2nd World War 1939-1945 

2010 is the 65th anniversary of the end of the 2nd World War in 

Europe 

 
D. Bunyan.  
Donald lived at the house now numbered 21.  An only child.  His mother died a 
few years before the war. Donald’s father was Bert Bunyan, a cowman on 
Thompson’s farm. After his wife died. Donald’s father engaged a housekeeper 
named Mrs Peacock. She had three daughters.  One of the daughters returned to 
Wilby as Mrs Grace.  She lived in the council flats and died about 10 years ago. 
Donald was a member of the Sherwood Foresters, Nott’s and Derby Regiment. 
He became a prisoner of the Japanese at the fall of Singapore and died in 1944 
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as a prisoner of war working on the notorious Burma Railway.  He is buried in 
Chungkai War Cemetery, Thailand. 
 

 
Chungkai War Cemetery, Thailand 

 

Alfred Cooper. 

His daughter Kathy Cooper is now Mrs Underwood and lives at 61 Main Road.  
Mrs Underwood telephoned and gave the editor information about her father. He 
was Son of Charles and Caroline Cooper and Husband of Janet (Jan) Cooper. He 
was 41 when he died on 22/1/1944 in hospital in Cairo. He was a leading 
aircraftman in the RAF and is buried in the Heliopolis cemetery, Cairo. Mr Cooper 
was a Tailors Cutter before the war and worked for the Ideal Clothing Company in 
Midland Road, Wellingborough. He attended All Saints School.  
 

 
Heliopolis War Cemetery, Cairo Egypt 

 
Cairo was a significant hospital centre during the Second World War. The 
cemetery at Heliopolis was opened in October 1941 for burials from the many 
hospitals in the area coping with the wounded and sick, mainly from the Western 
Desert campaigns. 
 
 
G. Elderton.   
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Gordon was an only child. He died in 1943 aged 21. He is buried at Medjez-El-
Bab war cemetery in Tunisia. His loss had a devastating effect on his mother 
(Dorothy) who literally died of a broken heart. Bob Edwards writes that his father 
was a friend of Jack Elderton.  “Gordon always came to our birthday parties”.  He 
was a grandson of “old Mr Tassell”, who was the father of Mrs Elderton and Mrs 
Ashford (wife of “Bert” Ashford the builder) and Mrs Brown, who became landlady 
of The Horseshoe Pub on the death of her husband, who had been a blacksmith.  
So Gordon was a relative of Mrs Brown’s daughter - Mrs Croxen, who was the 
mother of Mrs Di Green.  Mrs Elderton lived in the home now numbered 25 Main 
Road and her sister Mrs Ashford, lived next door at the home numbered 27.  
 

 
Medjez-El-Bab War Cemetery, Tunisia 

 
 
R. R. Norman. 

Ray has two sisters; one ‘Nester’ Norman lived in the council flats until about a 
year ago, when illness caused her to have to go into care.  His younger sister is 
June Waters and she lives at Irchester. June told me her brother Ray was born on 
16/2/1922. Ray’s Grandparents were Walter and Elizabeth Drage and parents 
Roy and Ester all of whom had long associations with Wilby.  Ray went to Gt. 
Doddington School and then the Grammar school.  Before the war he worked at 
Finedon Road Iron Company but then in 1940 signed up to the Royal Air force. He 
went to Canada to train as an Instructor. On his return to England he began 
training pilots and navigators and it was during a night training flight over Market 
Harborough in 1944 that a ‘near miss’ incident with a Wellington Bomber caused 
the aircraft to crash and he was killed. He was brought back to Wilby and laid to 
rest in St. Mary’s churchyard. His name appears on the War memorial at Broad 
Green, Wellingborough. 
 
 

 

‘THEIR NAME LIVETH FOR EVERMORE’ 

http://www.cwgc.org/CWGCImgs/Medjez-el-Bab%20War%20Cem.jpg

